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Readings: Pentecost Sunday | USCCB 

 

Come, Holy Spirit… 

I used to be confused by this phrase… I thought the Holy Spirit 

was already here! Why are we then constantly praying “Come Holy 

Spirit?” It makes the holy Spirit seem both near and far. 

 Further, when I pray… should I be praying to the Father… the 

Son, or the Holy Spirit? Or all three?  

 Further, how do I address the Holy Spirit when speaking to 

others… to I talk about the Holy Spirit as he, her, or it? It’s confusing… 

because the Hebrew word for Spirit, Ruah, is feminine, where we get the 

word for the wisdom of God, sapiensia, Sophia. The Greek word is 

neuter, meaning “it.” And in Latin, espiritus, is masculine.  

It is easier to speak about and pray to God the Father and Jesus the 

Son… we can relate to them based on our own familial categories… but 

not so much when it comes to the holy Spirit.  

Who exactly is the Holy Spirit? A pronoun doesn’t really seem to 

fit… it doesn’t fit the characteristics of person like the Father and the 

Son… we use non-human images to try to describe him, her, it… wind, 

fire, water, a dove… some people resort to just thinking of the Holy 

Spirit as energy, or something else… 

 Feeling confused? You are in good company… language is so 

limited when it comes to trying to express the infinite, but in a way that 

is a good thing because there is a certain mystery to the Holy Spirit that 

cannot be fully grasped, and maybe that is how the Spirit is meant to be, 
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not bound to our normal way of human relations, much less, not bound 

to language, making the holy Spirit a being that completely transcends 

culture and time, making the holy Spirit truly universal.  

Note the description: they were still speaking in their own distinct 

language, yet, everyone was able to understand them in their own 

distinct language. Those who saw it were confused, they thought they 

were drunk! But that’s not possible, it was morning, and they had not yet 

invented mimosas.  

What this means is that Pentecost has given us a new language, the 

language of faith. The Holy Spirit is the language of God which we are 

all capable of speaking, and like all languages, it is meant to be learned 

and spoken.  

Have you ever tried learning a second language? Or third? 

Jesus says the Holy Spirit is both the teacher and the language, he, 

she, it, constantly reminds us of what Jesus came to bring us, the 

commandment of divine love.  

The language of God then, faith, the Holy Spirit, is an expression 

of divine love.  

When we speak the language of faith, it doesn’t matter what our 

human language is, it doesn’t matter where in the world we are, people 

will be able to recognize the Holy Spirit in us, they will be able to 

understand there is a universal God being shared. Jesus said “by their 

works you will know who are my followers.” 

This changes how we understand human relations. Language can 

often separate us, and sometimes we want everyone to speak the same 
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language as us. When we do that, we think we are just wanting to be 

united, but in reality, we are trying to control others. The language of 

faith helps us recognize God in the diversity of people.  

That is the beauty of the Church. St. Paul stresses that in the 

Church there is no male or female, no jew or gentile, all are one in 

Christ. Without the language of faith this may seem confusing, because 

he also addresses individually the jews, and gentiles, and men, and 

woman… but in the language of faith, that individuality does not change 

or effect the reality that we are all one.  

That is Pentecost. That is the Holy Spirit, teaches us that we don’t 

have to impose our culture, our particular language on anyone because 

the gospel message goes beyond our particular culture and language. 

The Holy Spirit teaches us that God’s language is understandable to 

everyone. The Holy Spirit teaches us that in faith we can all 

communicate God’s love to one another. And that is what unites us. 

Unity in the church does not mean everyone being the same. Unity in the 

church means all of us can recognize the Holy Spirit within the diversity 

that we have when all of us are following the commandment of Jesus, 

which is the commandment of divine love.   

That is the beauty of our parish, this is what Pentecost looks like. 

Come holy spirit… 

I’m my one year here I have been experiencing the power of the 

holy spirit through all of you, through all of our communities. Our 

English speaking masses are filled with people from all over the world 

and all walks of life. Our Spanish speaking masses are filled with life. I 
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am learning how our Kenyan community worships and learning how to 

pray with and like them when I celebrate mass and stuble over my 

words. Most recently I have been experiencing the Holy Spirit speak to 

me through our growing Chuukese community, learning how you 

experience God, slowly learning to pray with you as well.  

 Pentecost is when we allow the power of the Holy Spirit open our 

minds, and we are able to find God in everyone who professes the same 

faith. That only makes sense when we see with the eyes of the Spirit. 

 Pentecost is not just an event that happened long ago. Pentecost is 

a way of life. Look around, the scripture is alive right here and right 

now.  We are pentecost. Come holy spirit… 

 

 

 


